ABSTRACT
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Diller Farm late 18th and early to mid 19th centuries
Leitersburg Vicinity

private

The house on this farm 1s worthy of note because it
displays at least three periods of construction and three
distinct construction materials. Employing log, stone and
brick, the earliest parts of this house may date from the
late eighteenth century. Also on the property 1is a stone
end brick barn as well as a private cemetery which is en-
closed with a stone wall.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located just west of the Antietam Creek and the Leitersburg-
State Line Road about one half mile north of Leitersburg in Washington
County, Maryland. It stands on a rise of ground and faces east.

The structure consists of at least three parts, displaying log and stone
and brick construction. The northern portion of the house is three bays
in length and two and a half stories high. Limestone foundatioms, a full
story in height at the front elevation carry brick walls which display
Flemish bonding at the east and north elevations. Attached to the south
end of the brick section is a four bay, two and one half story wooden
structure sheathed with siding. It, too, rests on limestone foundations
which are high at the front elevation. Log walls may be present beneath
the sheathing. Extending to the rear of the wooden section is an ell of
wood and stone. The wooden portion of the ell is of log comstruction at
the first story with frame completing the second story. The ell termin-
ates with a small two story stone section.

Nine over six pane double hung sash windows are present at the main story,
wvhile six over six pane windows are used at the ground and upper stories.
The stone and log portions of the house have wide wooden window frames
joined with wooden pegs and trimmed with quarter round molding. The brick
section displays narrow rounded window frames, flanked with pairs of three
panel shutters at the main story and louvered shutters at the upper level.

Entrances are present at the front and rear elevations of both sectionms.
A double porch extends along the entire front wall, sheltering the ground
and main stories.

The roof is covered with sheet metal and extends beyond the end walls.

Immediately in front of the dwelling is a wooden outbuilding or kitchen
sheathed with German siding. West of the house is a large stone end bank
barn, and secondary buildings related to agricultural use. All of the
buildings appear to be in excellent condition. A short distance north

of the buildings is a small private cemetery enclosed with a stone wall.

The property contains 121 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant primarily for its architecture. The
cemetery on the property is also important for religious, social
and humanitarian concerns as well as for the information it pro-
vides about early residents in the area.

Constructed in parts, the house would appear to represent at least
three periods of vernacular building in Washington County. Its
earliest sections could date from the late 18th century. Employing
log, stone and brick, the house also displays the three major
building materials used in the area during the 18th and 19th cen-
turies.

According to Herbert C. Bell's History of Leitersburg District,
and Washington County Land Records, at least part of this property
was in the Zeigler family for much of the 19th century. A deed
dated May 27, 1826 (Liber HH, Folio 1187) records a land trans-
action of 35 acres from Felix Beck to ten members of the Zeigler
family. Bell, writing in 1908, states that the house in which
Zeigler lived "still stands".l According to deed records, Beck
purchased 35 acres, part of "Poe's Part of Well Taught" from Jacob
Leighter on May 11, 1799, for slightly more than &526. 1In 1762
Jacob Leiter purchased 362 acres of "Poe's Part of Well Taught™
from George Poe. Leiter subsequently increased his holdings to
over 1200 acres.2

The cemetery is mentioned in several deeds. The burial ground
containing approximately 6,660 square feet was sold separately
from the remaining portion of the farm in a deed from David
Strite who owned the entire property, to Levi Z. Leiter, dated
August 30, 1895.

1 Herbert C. Bell, History of Leitersburg District.
Leitersburg, Md: the author, (1908) p. 261.

2 ypid. 31.
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Bell, Herbert C., History of Leitersburg District. Leitersburg, Md:
the author, 1908.

Washington County Land Records.
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APPRDXIMATE ACREAGE DF NDMINATED PROPERTY: 121 acres,

‘Acreage Justification:

{

ORM PREPARED B

A2 . . .
“dgtate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

NAME AND TITLE:

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant

DRGANIZATION DATE

Washington County Land Records. : November 1975
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Hagerstown Maryland

e

Significance of this property is:
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